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To the Editor:
In “It’s a Win-Win: The Effect of Medical Students on Clinic Productivity,” the authors proposed that having
medical students in your practice will increase clinic productivity. However, the article is lacking details about
the medical students themselves. It is a disservice to students to consider them interchangeable and
homogenous. Characteristics and capabilities will vary from student to student and these differences can
affect their clinical performance and productivity.
To know the generalizability of medical students’ effect on clinic productivity, it is important to know the
characteristics of the students. Important details include their medical school year, what rotations they have
completed, what Weld they are interested in, how well they have been performing on rotations, and even how
many patients they were seeing in the clinic. There are knowledge gaps between third- and fourth-year medical
students.1,2 A medical student who has been through a speciWc rotation before would likely be more
knowledgeable and eXcient when they rotate through that Weld again. Someone with a vested interest in a Weld
would be more knowledgeable and more eXcient in their time.3 Different levels of training affect timeliness and
eXciency4 as well as competence in performing examination skills.5 Students who have always done well in
the past would likely continue to excel in their capabilities and clinical performance. Lastly, a student who only
sees one patient is going to have a different effect on clinic productivity than one who sees all the patients in
the given day. There is great heterogeneity among medical students and this can have various levels of impact
in the clinic.
It is important that more details on the characteristics of the medical students are included when determining
their effect on the clinic. Productivity would likely vary depending upon the type and capabilities of various
students. Further research concerning medical students should consider their heterogeneity and investigate
their effect on aspects of the clinic that are even more important than just productivity.
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