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Abstract

Introduction: CERA, the Council of Academic Family Medicine (CAFM) Educational Research Alliance, is a
collaboration between four family medicine organizations to conduct omnibus surveys of different groups
within family medicine. This article describes the methodology of the 2024 Clerkship Directory (CD)
Survey, presents the demographic results of respondents, and categorizes CD topics from 2012 through
2024.

Methods: Five topics for the annual CD survey were selected via peer review after a call for proposals in
early 2024. The survey was sent to family medicine clerkship directors from June 4, 2024 to July 12, 2024.
We used χ tests to compare the demographics of sampling frame against the sample to determine if they
were representative of the sampling frame. We used program records to describe past survey topics.

Results: One hundred seventy-nine surveys were sent out; after receiving updated clerkship information,
the ]nal 2024 pool size was 173 survey recipients (158 in the United States and 15 in Canada); 91
clerkship directors completed the survey, with a response rate of 52.60% (91/173). We compared
demographic data of sampling frame with the sample. There was no signi]cant difference in
demographics including location, gender, race/ethnicity, underrepresented in medicine status, or MD
degree. CD survey topics from 2012-2024 included 6 on preceptors, 29 on content/curriculum, 8 on
grading/assessment, 8 on administration, and 9 on other.

Discussion: 2024 Clerkship Directory Survey respondents are representative of clerkship directors. From
2012-2024 the most studied topic was content/curriculum. The Clerkship Director Survey continues to
offer important scholarship opportunities and insights into current themes in undergraduate medical
education.

Introduction
CERA stands for Council of Academic Family Medicine (CAFM) Educational Research Alliance, which is a
collaboration between the Association of Departments of Family Medicine, the Association of Family Medicine
Residency Directors, the National Primary Care Research Group, and Society of Teachers of Family Medicine
(STFM).  CERA provides a centralized infrastructure for producing rigorous and generalizable medical
education research in the ]eld of family medicine. CERA aims to facilitate collaboration among medical
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education researchers, provide mentorship in educational research methods, and offer a clearinghouse of data
for CAFM members to meet scholarship requirements.

CERA conducts approximately ]ve surveys per year on various topics related to family medicine. Family
medicine residency directors are surveyed twice per year. Clerkship directors (CD), department chairs, and the
general membership of CAFM organizations are surveyed once per year.  The surveys conducted by CERA
cover a range of topics relevant to family medicine education and research. In addition to conducting surveys,
CERA also provides resources, educational opportunities, and support for early-career family medicine
researchers. To date, CERA results have been disseminated as 187 published papers and 220 presentations.

This article presents the methods and demographic results of the 2024 Clerkship Directors Survey and
describes CD survey topics from 2012-2024.

Methods
The methodology of the CERA Clerkship Director Survey has previously been described in detail.  CAFM
members were invited to propose survey questions for inclusion into the CD survey from January 2024 through
February 2024. Approved projects were assigned a CERA Research Mentor to help re]ne questions. The ]nal
draft of survey questions was modi]ed following pilot testing.

Sample and Survey Procedures
The 2024 list of survey recipients included 179 clerkship directors (164 in the United States, 15 in Canada). This
list was generated by starting with the 169 respondents to the 2023 CD survey. A survey of department chairs
identi]ed ]ve additional clerkship directors. Responses to email bounce-backs from the 2023 CD survey
identi]ed ]ve additional clerkship directors. 

We used the STFM membership database to generate demographics from the clerkship director sampling
frame. We compared the email addresses of the 173 delivered surveys to email addresses in the STFM
membership database and found there were 126 matching addresses. The remaining 47 email addresses did
not have an STFM record, thus there was no way to determine base demographics for those individuals. Rates
of nonresponse for the STFM demographic survey are as follows: credentials (3.92%), state location of
institution (1.79%), gender (7.29%), race/ethnicity (8.35%).

The project was approved by the American Academy of Family Physicians Institutional Review Board in April
2024. The survey was open from June 4, 2024, through July 12, 2024. Six reminders to nonresponders and
partial respondents were sent: ]ve weekly and one on July 12, 2024.

Analysis
We used χ  tests to compare the proportions of the location, gender, race/ethnicity, and self-identi]ed
underrepresented in medicine (URiM) status of sampling frame compared to the sample.

After the 2024 CD survey was complete, CERA records were accessed to generate a list of prior CD survey
topics from 2012-2024. One author categorized the topics with consensus from the other three authors.

Results
Topic Selection
Table 1 lists accepted topics for the 2024 CD Survey. These include arti]cial intelligence in clerkship
assessment, effects of grade appeals on the clerkship director, exploration of overrepresentation of women
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among family medicine clerkship directors, opioid use disorder education, and shifts in medical school grading:
Step 1 pass/fail rami]cations.

Respondent Analysis
One hundred seventy-nine names were entered into the SurveyMonkey online survey platform. On the initial
distribution, 10 emails bounced, and 1 was marked as opted out of SurveyMonkey; each of those 11 recipients
were sent an invitation from the survey director’s personal email account with a unique link to the
SurveyMonkey survey. During administration of the survey, 12 survey recipients indicated they were no longer
the CD and gave a replacement name and email. The new CD was then sent an invitation to participate in the
survey. One survey was sent to a residency program. The residency program was deleted from the pool. Five
undeliverable email addresses were removed from the pool, yielding a ]nal pool size 173 survey recipients (158
in the United States and 15 in Canada). Of those receiving emails, the STFM membership email records
contained demographics for 126.

There were 93 total survey responses. Two respondents who only answered the initial question, "Are you the
clerkship director?" were counted as nonresponses. The ]nal 91 responses yielded an overall response rate of
52.6% (91/173). There were no signi]cant differences between the geographic location of the sampling frame
versus the sample. There were no differences in the proportions of gender, race/ethnicity and URiM status, or
MD degree holder of the sampling frame vs the sample (Table 2).

Topic Analysis
We used CERA program records to generate the list of CD topics from 2012-2024. Topics  were grouped into
]ve categories after consensus from the authors (Table 3). Figure 1 shows the changes in topic frequency over
time.

Discussion
The yearly CD Survey provides insight into topics of interest for undergraduate medical educators and
comparison to the CD topics from 2012-2024 illustrates shifts in topics over time. Although in 2024, topics
centered on assessment/grading and administration issues, over the past 12 years, curriculum/content was
the most frequent topic area for the CD survey. The historical list of CD topics illustrates that different groups
study the same phenomenon over time, using different questions, thus limiting researchers’ ability to
understand temporal trends in clerkship education.

A strength of the CERA survey is the ability to target a national audience of CDs in a structured format.  The
2024 CD Survey response rate of 56.8% aligns with prior years’ response rates and demographic analysis
indicates respondents are likely representative of clerkship directors.

Several limitations are noteworthy. CD demographics are limited to what is provided via STFM and are entirely
self-reported. Self-reported demographics for STFM faculty members have a 1.79%-8.35% nonresponse rate.
Additionally, demographic data of the CDs is important, but it does not necessarily provide insight to the
demographics of the students and the institutions where they are located. It is unknown if the CDs are
representative of their locations.  

Areas for future exploration include a call for proposals based on topics that have been studied in the past and
aligning questions so we may better explore the shifting landscape of family medicine clerkship education over
time. Additionally, in the future we plan to explore if and how CDs’ demographics have shifted over the time and
if they are representative of their schools.
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