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Medical librarians are underutilized experts in managing information to support faculty in scholarly projects.1 Their 
expertise improves the quality of scholarship and contributes to improved educational outcomes.1 Medical librarians 
use innovative strategies to access and deliver vital information for patient care, education, and research to support 
faculty in bringing projects to publication.2 These 10 tips offer practical guidance for collaboration between 
medical librarians and academic family medicine faculty. 

Focus on evidence-based medicine  
Medical librarians help faculty formulate a 
research question using frameworks like 
PICO that identify strong evidence.3

Effective literature searching  
Whether working on curriculum development 
or answering a clinical question, medical 
librarians skillfully navigate databases like 
PubMed, Scopus, and Cochrane to find 
precise, relevant results.

Assistance with structured reviews 
Medical librarians assist with systematic, 
scoping, and narrative reviews. Librarians 
provide guidance on review methodologies, 
advanced search strategies, and database 
selection.4 

Citation management 
Citation management tools like EndNote, 
Mendeley, and Zotero help organize 
references. Librarians offer training and 
provide online resources to assist faculty in 
using these tools.

Access the latest research 
Medical librarians help faculty set 
up database alerts that deliver the 
latest articles directly to inboxes on a 
customized schedule.

Partners for success 
Medical librarians are more than a service, 
they are active partners in faculty success. 
By enhancing teaching, patient care, and 
research, they contribute to the well-rounded 
academic medicine faculty member’s growth 
and impact.1

Time saving support  
Medical librarians locate information 
efficiently, streamlining searches and 
retrieving essential resources. This allows 
faculty to focus on other aspects of their 
careers, such as clinical work, teaching, 
or research.

Customized instructional support 
Medical librarians create customized 
workshops on topics like evidence-
based medicine, literature searching, and 
advanced research techniques. These 
sessions help improve research skills and 
achieve specific teaching and learning 
outcomes.

Resource for point-of-care tools 
For clinical faculty, medical librarians facilitate 
the use of clinical decision-support tools like 
UpToDate and DynaMed. They also assist in 
answering real-time patient care questions 
and help faculty develop case studies for 
publication.

Finding specialized resources 
Medical librarians assist faculty in 
obtaining hard-to-find materials through 
interlibrary loan, digital collections, or 
journal subscriptions.


