2026, Volume 58, Issue 1, 50-50, e-ISSN 1938-3800

NARRATIVE ESSAY

AUTHOR AFFILIATION:

Family Medicine Residency,
Lawndale Christian Health Center,
Chicago, IL

CORRESPONDING AUTHOR:
Nicholas Eckert, Family Medicine
Residency, Lawndale Christian
Health Center, Chicago, IL,
neckert.med@gmail.com

HOW TO CITE: Eckert N. A Death
Deprived. Fam Med.
2026;58(1):50-50.

doi: 10.2245/4/FamMed.2025.879380

FIRST PUBLISHED: January 12, 2026

© Society of Teachers of Family
Medicine

Family
Medicine

A Death Deprived

Nicholas Eckert, MD

3 North. Telemetry.

PM rounds.

Clink, swish as I pass.

The janitor’s broom. Sweeping up the remnants of the disruption.
Emptied plastic syringes roll about under sterile fluorescent lights.
Rubber gloves, crinkled masks, alcohol swabs.

Twenty minutes prior— “Call it.”

Plastic stickers on an uncovered chest.

A plastic rosary within plastic packaging. Unopened.

Rounds continue.
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